READING ACROSS THE CONTENT AREAS
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Strategy:
The “Golden Line”

Use:

Setting a purpose for reading

A “golden line” is a line of text that is especially meaningful, surprising, helpful or thought provoking. The line can be from a piece of student writing, textbook, novel, short story, play, movie, or primary source document, etc. 
As students read or write, they seek to find their own “golden line”. Once found, the golden line then provides an anchor for more writing and/or discussion.

Reasons for using this technique:

In everyday life, people usually have a purpose for reading. You read your mail to sort through junk, find sales and specials, pay bills and look for cards and notes from friends. You read the newspaper and websites for information. Students also need a purpose for reading other than to answer the questions at the end of the chapter or because the teacher tells them to read.
Asking students to find a “golden line” that speaks specifically to them, and then asking them to justify their choice, gives them a purpose for reading the text. 

The “golden line” offers student choice and can generate active, student-owned discussions and writing.
There are many ways to use the “golden line” in all subject areas:
· Have students pair up and take opposing viewpoints on a topic that you are studying. Have them write for 10 minutes arguing for their side in writing. Students then trade papers and find a “golden line” from their partner’s paper and highlight it. He or she reads the line out loud to the author and explains why the line was chosen.
· As students read their textbook, have them place a sticky note on their “golden line” explaining why they chose it. Put student into small groups to discuss their lines.

· Have students choose their “golden line”, write it on a piece of paper and then illustrate it. 

· Have students post their “golden lines” on an educational, password protected threaded conversation site like Nicenet.org. Then have them respond to each other’s postings. (If students don’t have internet access, they can use the library or you can request a laptop cart or take students to the lab to post.) You might want to visit with your technology facilitator to help you.
· Conduct a, inner/outer circle in which students sit in an inner and outer circle. The inner circle discusses their golden lines while the outer circle assesses the quality of the conversation. (For more information on this technique see Matt Copeland’s book on Socratic Circles – available at Amazon.com)
· Collect “golden lines on a wall so students have a visual reminder of content throughout the year.
· How else can you use this technique in your content area?

